
The unique Speleo Technics safety vent
(pat .app.for) can be seen as a smal l red
plast ic plug in the base of the bat tery and i t
should only be replaced with the type
supp l i ed by Spe leo Techn ics fo r the
purpose.This seals a petro leum jel ly f i l led
vent which is connected to the indiv idual
safety valves on each of the cel ls wi th in the
bat tery. I f a cel l should vent the plug and
petro leum jel ly are ejected al lowing the gas
to escape harmlessly to atmosphere. This
m a y v e r y o c c a s i o n a l y h a p p e n w h e n
charging especia l ly when a battery has
been overdischarged or stored for a long
per iod fu l l y d ischarged. I f th is occurs
simply mel t a l i t t le petro leum jel ly over a pan
of hot water, pour into the vent hole and
replace the plug to re-seal . I f the plug
refuses to stay in the vent a SHORT piece of
fusewire between plug and vent wi l l a l low
excess petro leum jel ly to escape.
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The FX3 is a development of the very
popular FX2 caving lamp. I t is just as easy
to use and mainta in and i ts greater bat tery
power and very eff ic ient main bulb give
twice the l ight output of the FX2

BULBS

A range of Unichargers is avai lable for the
FX3 which wi l l a lso charge the FX2 and
FX5.The output plug on these is coded
yel low.

Most of the mul t i -way FX2 chargers (red
output plugs) wi l l a lso charge the FX3 (but
not as many because of the FX3's greater
width) i f they are modi f ied to take the twin
studs of the FX3 (and new FX2) - a leaf let is
avai lable on request . The very ear l iest of
these ( ident i f iable by having one vol tage
regulator at tached to a large heat s ink at
r ight angles to the main charger box) wi l l
NOT charge the FX3.

CHARGING

TOP-UP CHARGING with an occasional fu l l
d ischarge cycle is the preferred charging
regime. The charge durat ion wi l l be 1 1/2
t imes the durat ion for which the lamp has
been used. A ful l charge takes 15 hours.

This does not need to be precise and no
har m wi l l be done to the ba t te r y by
occasional moderate overcharging so i t is
advisable to err on the overcharge side to
avoid running out of l ight in the cave. I f the
lamp has not been used recent ly i t is bet ter
to give a ful l 15 hour charge to be on the safe
side. This par t icular ly appl ies as your lamp
gets older. However consistent heavy
overcharging is one of the very few ways in
which i t is possible to damage ni-cads. DO
NOT charge the bat tery below freezing
point wi thout pr ior consul tat ion wi th Speleo
Technics.

Shor t - term storage of the FX3 is s imple.
Just disconnect the cable from the bat tery,
c lean the contacts wi th pla in water i f d i r ty,
dry and forget! . For longer term storage a
ful l charge is an advantage.

STORAGE

SAFETY VENT

The tungsten/halogen main bulb (marked 4v
0.85a) is of great efficiency. Since,"There is no
such thing as a free lunch" its filament will have a
shorter life (60 hrs. av.) than the FX2 (120 hrs. av.)
so it is even more important to carry a spare.
When used for any hazardous activity (caving
etc.) a separate backup lighting system should
always be carried.

We strongly recommend that the plug is
disconnected from the FX3 battery before
changing bulbs to reduce the danger of short
circuits occurring in the headpiece.

Although the cells in the FX3 are closely matched,
for capacity, variations can occur after long
service so it is advisable to AVOID COMPLETE
DISCHARGE. As soon as the lamp starts to dim
SWITCH OFF.

NONE OF THE FX2 SINGLE MAINS CHARGERS
(red or black output plugs) WILL CHARGE THE FX3
but no damage will result.


